
COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

I n  t h e  Matter of:  

THE APPLICATION OF MCCREARY COUNTY ) 
WATER DISTRICT FOR A DEVIATION FROM 1 
807 KAR 5:066, SECTION 9 ( 2 )  REGARDING ) CASE NO. 89-027 
BLOW-OFF VALVES ON DEAD-END L I N E S  AND ) 
FROM 807 KAR 5:066, SECTION l O ( 3 )  1 
REGARDING INSPECTION OF SERVICE L I N E S  ) 

O R D E R  

By l e t t e r  r e c e i v e d  F e b r u a r y  6 ,  1989, McCreary County Water 

Distr ic t  ("McCreary Water") r e q u e s t e d  a d e v i a t i o n  from 807 KAR 

5:066, S e c t i o n  9 ( 2 )  and S e c t i o n  lO(3 ) .  These r egu la t ions  r e q u i r e  

a water u t i l i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  blow-off  v a l v e s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of 

f l u s h i n g  dead-end water ma ins  and  t o  i n s p e c t  service l i n e s  to  

e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  l i n e s  are f r e e  f rom any  tees, b r a n c h  c o n n e c t i o n s ,  

i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  o r  d e f e c t s .  

The Commission,  h a v i n g  rev iewed t h e  e v i d e n c e  of  r e c o r d  and  

being a d v i s e d ,  is of t h e  opinion and  f i n d s  t h a t :  

1. The i n s t a l l a t i o n  and u t i l i z a t i o n  of blow-off v a l v e s  o r  

o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  f l u s h i n g  d e v i c e s  o n  dead-end water m a i n s  is 

a c c e p t e d  e n g i n e e r i n g  and o p e r a t i n g  p r a c t i c e .  

2. McCreary Water h a s  n o t  p roposed  a n y  method of f l u s h i n g  

t h e  dead-end water ma ins  t h a t  would meet e i t h e r  t h e  requirements 

or t h e  i n t e n t  of t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  and a c c e p t e d  e n g i n e e r i n g  

practice. 



3. Any person, f i r m ,  or c o r p o r a t i o n  who i n s t a l l s  a n y  

p lumbing ,  i n c l u d i n g  service l i n e s  t o  a water u t i l i t y ' s  d i s t r i -  

b u t i o n  m a i n ,  m u s t  p r o c u r e  a plumbing i n s t a l l a t i o n  p e r m i t  from the 

Kentucky Department  o f  Housing, B u i l d i n g ,  and C o n s t r u c t i o n  ( " t h e  

Depar tmen t " )  before i n s t a l l i n g  t h a t  p lumbing .  KRS 318.134. 

Farmsteads , '  however ,  are exempt from t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t .  KRS 

318 .015(3 ) .  

4. Any plumbing i n s t a l l e d  u n d e r  a plumbing p e r m i t  m u s t  be 

i n s t a l l e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  plumbing p e r m i t  and  t h e  Kentucky 

State Plumbing Code. KRS 318.134. 

5. The Kentucky State  Plumbing Code r e q u i r e s  water s e r v i c e  

l i n e s  t o  be f r e e  f rom any tee ,  b r a n c h  connec t ion ,  i r r e g u l a r i t y  or 

d e f e c t .  815 KAR 20:lOO. 

6. Pr ior  t o  t h e  completion of a n y  plumbing i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  

t h e  Department  c o n d u c t s  a n  i n s p e c t i o n  to  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  plumbing 

i n s t a l l a t i o n  c o m p l i e s  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  Kentucky S t a t e  

Plumbing Code. KRS 318.130 and 318.134. I n  t h o s e  loca l i t i es  

where t h e  local government h a s  enacted by o r d i n a n c e  t h e  Kentucky 

S ta te  Plumbing Code, i n s p e c t i o n s  are conduc ted  by loca l  

governments i n s t e a d .  KRS 318.140. 

A f a r m s t e a d  is "a farm d w e l l i n g  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  o t h e r  fa rm 
b u i l d i n g s  and  s t ructures  i n c i d e n t  to  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  and 
m a i n t e n a n c e  of t h e  farm s i t u a t e d  on t e n  ( 1 0 )  acres or more o f  
land which is l o c a t e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  l i m i t s  of a 
m u n i c i p a l i t y . "  KRS 318 .010(8) .  
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7. The i n s p e c t i o n s  c o n d u c t e d  by t h e  Department or by local 

government are comparable  t o  t h o s e  r e q u i r e d  o f  a water u t i l i t y  b y  

Commission R e g u l a t i o n  807  KAR 5:066, Section l O ( 3 ) .  

8. To require a water u t i l i t y  to  p e r f o r m  a n  i n s p e c t i o n  of 

any service l i n e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  where t h e  Department o r  local 

government h a s  a l r e a d y  c o n d u c t e d  a comparable  i n s p e c t i o n  would 

r e s u l t  i n  a n e e d l e s s  d u p l i c a t i o n  of e f f o r t s .  

9. To a v o i d  t h e  n e e d l e s s  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  e f f o r t ,  McCreary 

Water s h o u l d  be  a u t h o r i z e d  to  d e v i a t e  from Commission Regula t ion  

807 KAR 5:066, S e c t i o n  1 0 ( 3 ) ,  i n  t h o s e  i n s t a n c e s  where t h e  

Department or local  government  is r e q u i r e d  t o  inspect a s e r v i c e  

l i n e  i n s t a l l a t i o n .  

IT  IS THEREFORE ORDERED t h a t :  

1. McCreary Water's request f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  to  d e v i a t e  from 

Commission Regula t ion  807 KAR 5:066, Section 9 ( 2 ) ,  is d e n i e d .  

McCreary Water s h a l l  i n s t a l l  blow-off v a l v e s  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  of 

f l u s h i n g  t h e  m a i n s  i n  accordance w i t h  Commission R e g u l a t i o n s .  

2. McCreary Water b e  and he reby  is a u t h o r i z e d  t o  d e v i a t e  

from Commission Regu la t ion  807  KAR 5:066, Sect ion 1 0 ( 3 ) ,  i n  t h o s e  

instances where a s e r v i c e  l i n e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  is i n s p e c t e d  by t h e  

Department o r  loca l  government .  McCreary Water s h a l l ,  however ,  

conduc t  s u c h  i n s p e c t i o n s  where  t h e  same are  n o t  r e q u i r e d  by KRS 

C h a p t e r  318. 
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Done at  Frankfort, Kentucky, t h i s  8th day of March, 1989. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

ATTEST: 

Executive Director 


